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Introduction 

If, after an incident at a school, four pupils who had been involved in 
that incident were taken aside and questioned, then the teachers 
would be extremely dubious if  the four accounts were identical!  
Life is just not like that.  It would suggest collaboration probably 
took place to cover up the truth.   

Similarly if four people were to witness a road accident, then the 
witness statements would not be identical.  In this case the 
witnesses would not usually be trying to cover up the truth, they 
would just report the accident from their own individual viewpoint.   

Discrepancies would appear due to faulty memory or blind spots – 
both physical and mental.  

One person might emphasise the speed or weather conditions.  
Another might give their interpretation of who was at fault.  
Another might have prejudices against one or more of those 
involved. 



It is important to gather statements as soon as possible 
after the accident, for details are quickly forgotten.    
The longer the time between accident and statement 
the more detail is lost. 

The longer the time between accident and statement 
the more the witness might embellish one point over 
another. 

The longer the time between accident and statement 
the more likely the witness is to put their personal 
stamp upon the whole. 



Although there were many witnesses to the Crucifixion, 
we only have four accepted written accounts.  There 
is no reason to suppose that these accounts will 
differ in character and form than any other collection 
of witness statements.   

We should expect there to be differences and even 
discrepancies.  If not then something is wrong!! 

We should expect personal slant or attitudes to come 
across in the accounts. 

Remember that they were written YEARS after the 
event, so although the stories would have been told 
again and again between friends, there will be 
serious omissions, attitudes and interpretations. 



Remember – there was no 
cheap source of paper.  
Writing was a VERY expensive 
business.  Every word had to 
be thought over and count.  
There could be no wastage. 



Points to consider 

• Which was first written [possibly best 
remembered]? 

 

• Which has telling [eye witness type] detail 
[possibly most accurate]? 

 

• What parts are corroborated, and what parts 
are different [corroboration possibly bolster 
accuracy]? 



Which is shortest? 

• The shortest of the four accounts is Mark.  Only 34 
pages in my New Testament compared with 43 pages 
for John’s Gospel, 53 pages for Matthew’s and 57 
pages for Luke’s. 

 

• Nearly every verse in Mark’s Gospel is found in 
either Matthew’s and Luke’s version except for 
just two healing stories and two other verses.  
John’s Gospel is quite different. 



Mark – first? 

• You do not copy a version you think is suspect.  
You would leave those parts out. 

• As both Matthew and Luke have parts of 
Mark, this is the main reason, amongst lesser 
others, why it is thought to be the first Gospel 
written.  It could then be used, improved upon 
and added to by the other two – as we see.   

• It was probably written about 60-70AD. 



Mark – two verses left out? 

• The two verses left out are Chp 14 v 51,52.   

 

• “Among those following was a young man with nothing on 
but a linen cloth.  They tried to seize him; but he slipped out of 
the linen cloth and ran away naked.” 

 

• Why record this trivial detail unless it was important 
to the writer.  Could the young man have been Mark 
himself? 



Mark – eye witness? 
• However it is an excellent example of the style of the 

Gospel.  It looks to be an eye witness account.   

 

• For example, in Luke’s account when Jesus stilled the 
storm, we read only that he was asleep [Luke 8.23].  
In Mark’s version [Mark 4.38] not only do we read 
that he was asleep, but he was in the stern and on a 
cushion! 

 

• Luke has the essential story but Mark’s detail shouts 
“I was there”. 



Mark – who was there? 
• Again,  in Matthew’s Gospel the 

Transfiguration story is simply told [Matt 17. 
1-7].   

 

• In Mark’s version [Mark 7.2-7], not only do we 
have the story but we are told the extra detail 
that Peter was confused. 

 

• Once again the extra detail in Mark suggests “I 
was there”. 



Mark – who was there? 
• The possible source of these personal touches can be 

narrowed down to three people for they relate to 
times when only these three people are ever 
present. 

• Peter, James and John. 

 

• As Peter is more often the central or only person 
present and usually not cast in a good light but as the 
‘misunderstanding one’, even though he must have 
recounted the events to others, the odds are that it 
is him, Peter, who describes the actual events and 
Mark later writes them down. 



Mark - content 
• Mark is not afraid of emotion  – unlike the other 

Gospel writers.  He shows Jesus as human who could 
suffer pain and horror. [Mark 14.33] 

• It shows the human face of Jesus who could be 
angry!  [Mark 11.15-17] 

 

• The first half of Mark’s account endeavours to 
portray Jesus as a person of great power.  He uses 
precious ‘paper’ to recount the miracles that Jesus 
accomplished, the healings and compassion shown. 

• The  second half is about the rejection of Jesus by 
the ‘powers that be’, despite all that has gone before. 



Mark – missing bit 
• Why didn’t Mark write a credible account of the 

Resurrection?  What we have is an afterthought and hardly 
Mark’s style. 
 

• Perhaps he did write one, but that part of his Gospel would 
have been the outermost layer of the scroll.  It is possible 
that it was lost before the Gospel was copied, leaving it too 
late for this last story,  for a copy would have been 
expensive. 
 

• I personally believe that he did, and like the account of the 
Crucifixion that had the Centurion exclaiming “Truly he was 
the Son of God!”, then equally we would have been stirred 
in some way upon reading of Jesus rising from the dead. 



Mark - summary 

• Mark did not write a thesis or theological 
work.  He simply tells the story in stark 
detail and leaves it to work its magic 
upon the reader.  Mark writes for effect.  
He is after a response -nothing more. 

 

• It is the ‘Nine O’Clock News’ of the day. 

• So even without the Resurrection bit - 
Now what are you going to do about it? 



Mark 
• Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the 

place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he 
did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among 
them, casting lots to decide what each should take.  
 

• It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The 
inscription of the charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ 27And 
with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 
29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
30save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ 31In the same way the 
chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among 
themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let 
the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that 
we may see and believe.’ Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him.  
 



Mark 
• When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ 
which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?’ 35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ 36And someone ran, filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to 
him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to take him down.’ 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 
breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 

breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’  
 



Matthew – next written? 

 

• Matthew’s Gospel is half as long again as Mark’s 
with large chunks of Mark’s work essentially 
embedded in his own.  It was probably written 
soon after Mark’s in about 65 - 75AD. 

• He improves Mark in that all healings are most 
effective, whereas Mark’s were sometimes partial 
[Mark 8.22ff].  Mark says many were healed [Mk 
3.10] whereas Matthew says all were healed 
[Matt 12.15]. 



Matthew – own sources 

 

• Not only does Matthew have his own agenda, 
but he has his own additional sources, 
together with some shared document with 
Luke. 

• However, some of his writing goes completely 
against that of Luke! 



Matthew - disagreement 

• One big section where he disagrees with Luke is 
the Christmas story, for where Luke is open and 
the action is played around Bethlehem and the 
Temple in Jerusalem, Matthew is secretive.  The 
Magi are encouraged to return home most 
stealthily and the Holy Family scurry away to hide 
in Egypt until Herod has died. 

• You cannot have a hairy headed bald man. 
Matthew and Luke cannot both be true!                                                                                        



Matthew – other common source? 

• The bits that are peculiar to Matthew and Luke 
alone are sayings of Jesus such as the Sermon.  
However Matthew places the Sermon spoken on 
a mountain and Luke on a plain. As they are the 
same words of wisdom then one or both settings 
are untrue.     

• These bits are probably from a single document, 
again probably the same date as Mark’s work, 
that were the ‘wise sayings’ of Jesus. 

• They were not part of the story line.                                                                                



Matthew - slant 

• Matthew is not only writing for the Jewish 
peoples but particularly for those who are ‘in 
the know’, the rabbis, the Pharisees, the 
Sadducees, i.e. those steeped in the national 
identity who know their scriptures. 

• Matthew argues his case by using the phrase, 
“As it is written …..”.  He uses the past religious 
writings to focus on the person of Jesus. 



Matthew 

• Matthew wrote to prove a point. 

 

• Jesus is the culmination of prophecy.  He 
is the Messiah – the One in authority. 

 

• It is an academic / religious work. 



Matthew 

• The Suicide of Judas 
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented 

and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and 
the elders. 4He said, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’ But 
they said, ‘What is that to us? See to it yourself.’ 5Throwing down 
the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and 
hanged himself. 6But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, 
said, ‘It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are 
blood money.’ 7After conferring together, they used them to buy the 
potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 8For this reason that field 
has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled 
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, ‘And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price 
had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, 
10and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded 
me.’                                                                                                



Matthew 

• The Commissioning of the Disciples 
• Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When 
they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 
18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.’ 

                                                                      



Luke – improved version 

• Luke’s Gospel is just a tad longer than Matthew’s.  
It was probably written about the same time, i.e. 
65-75AD. 

• Like Matthew, Luke improves Mark in similar 
ways  for as we saw Mark spoke of healing many 
so Luke says he [Jesus] healed them all. [Lk 4.40]  

• Again like Matthew, Luke omits the emotion from 
a Mark story e.g. Mk 3.5 the sentence “And he 
looked around them with anger, grieved at their 
hardness of heart” being omitted from both the 
Matthew [Mt 12.9f] and Luke [Lk 6.6f] versions. 



Luke – prolific writer 

• Like Matthew, Luke has his own agenda, his 
own additional sources different to Matthew, 
together with the same document as 
Matthew, usually known as Q. 

 

• Luke also wrote the Book of Acts. 



Luke – for us all 

• As Matthew’s agenda was to convince the 
knowledgeable Jews as to the person of Jesus, 
Luke’s is to bring the Gospel to ordinary folk, 
especially to those who suffer, the non-Jews, 
the persecuted and to women. 

• Luke steps out of the Jewish straightjacket and 
sees the person of Jesus as the Messiah for 
everyone, bringing hope and optimism for all. 



Luke – examples of his slant 

• So the birth of Jesus in a lowly stable is trumpeted by 
angels, and humble shepherds come to witness the 
babe. 

• Mary and Elizabeth’s special roles are highlighted and 
given prominence also by angels. 

• Even on his way to the crucifixion Jesus has a special 
message to women. 

• Jesus speaks words of hope to one of the criminals, 
and prays for all the people, whilst on the cross. 

• Two unknown disciples are given the special 
resurrection appearance on the road to Emmaus. 



Luke – well known bits 

• Only Luke includes the narrative of the boy Jesus 
in the Temple [2.41ff]; the raising of the widow’s 
son [7.11ff]; the dialogue with Mary and Martha 
[10.38ff]; Jesus’ visit to Zacchaeus [19.1ff]. 

• Only Luke has such parables as the Good 
Samaritan [10.20ff]; the Lost Coin [15.8ff]; the 
Prodigal Son [15.11ff]; the Rich Man and Lazarus 
[16.19ff]; and the Pharisee and Publican [18.9ff]. 



Luke 

• Luke writes to Theophilus – the ‘lover of 
God’, in other words anyone interested. 

 

• Luke’s message is to everyone, not just 
Jews, but especially to ordinary folks. 

 

• Luke, the physician, sees Jesus as the healer 
of the world. 



Luke 
• As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, 

who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on 
him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A great number of 
the people followed him, and among them were women who 
were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus 
turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 
29For the days are surely coming when they will say, “Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the 
breasts that never nursed.” 30Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “Cover us.” 31For if 
they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when 
it is dry?’  



Luke 
• Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 

with him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus* there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. [[ 34Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing.’]]* And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah* of God, his chosen 
one!’ 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine, 37and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38There 
was also an inscription over him,* ‘This is the King of the Jews.’  

• 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding* him and 
saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah?* Save yourself and us!’ 40But the other 
rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.’ 42Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into* 
your kingdom.’ 43He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.’  



John – odd one out 

• John’s Gospel is quite, quite different in style and 
purpose from the other three. 

• Not as long as Matthew’s and Luke’s but longer 
than Mark’s Gospel. 

• John only makes use of his own sources. 
• The early church regarded the writer as John the 

Apostle [Jn 21.24] but modern scholars query 
this. 

• Thought to be the last of the four to be written, 
could be as early as 75AD, traditionally 
considered as 85AD but could be as late as – 
100AD. 
 



John - emphasis 

• Over half of John’s Gospel is taken up by recounting the last 
few hours of Jesus’ life, his death and his resurrection. 
 

• It is note worthy to see what John leaves out. 
 
• In John’s Gospel Jesus delivers no sermon, tells no parables, 

does not instruct the disciples to pray the Lord’s Prayer, and 
does not institute the Lord’s Supper.   

 
• For John, these are of lesser significance.  They 

pale beside the event of the Death of Christ.  Even 
the resurrection is an anticlimax. 
 



John – buzz words 

• John uses symbols extensively. 

• There are the “I am” sayings.   

• I am the bread of life, the good shepherd, the 
vine, the door, the resurrection and the life, 
the light of the world, the way the truth and 
the life. 

• “Before Abraham was, I AM”. 

 



John – beyond face value 

• John sees far beyond the physical event to 
something of awe inspiring spiritual 
significance. 

 

• Words are insufficient to describe this, hence 
the use of symbols. 

 



John – the Word 

• John bridges the gaps between differing 
theological and religious persuasion, between 
Jew and Greek, between God’s Elect [the Jewish 
chosen ones] and the Gnostic philosophies.  He 
uses the special theological word ‘Logos – WORD’ 
to do this. 

• The ‘Word’ was God but the ‘Word’ became flesh 
[Jn 1.14]. 

• The ‘Word’ was also the Creator [Jn 1.3]. 

• The ‘Word’ was the Light of all men [Jn 1.5]. 

 



John – the whole point 

• John’s message is one of INCLUSION, and not 
exclusion.  The biggest bridge of all is between 
God and mankind.  That bridge is made 
possible through Jesus.  

 

• The Crucifixion is the great reconciling event 
of all time.  It is the greatest work of all.  

When Christ dies it is accomplished.   

 

 



John – the whole point 

• Be careful though, for reconciliation is 
impossible  except by the work of the Word 
made flesh - only through the death of Jesus 
the Christ.  

 

• “No man comes to the Father except by me”. 
Jn 14.  

 

 



John 

• Jn 14. 1-11 is often quoted as a ‘proof’ text. 

•But No, No, No, No, No. 
• It does NOT mean that everyone has to become a 

Christian in order to be at one with God. 

• This is the ONLY place in the whole of the 
New Testament that such an idea can be 
construed ‘explicitly’. Even St Paul doesn’t 
go that far! 



John 

• In the context of John’s Gospel – where 

it belongs – John is saying that the spiritual 
event of Christ’s Death has made it possible 

for everyone to be at one with God, no matter 

what religious route they might attempt. 

• Anything else is the most arrogant nonsense 
and bigoted doctrine that condemns all other 
religions and spirituality as being worthless. 

 



John 

• In the context of John’s Gospel – 

where it belongs – John is trying to 
BRIDGE  division – not make an elitist 
one!!  INCLUSION & NOT EXCLUSION. 
 



John 

• For John, the Death and Resurrection of 
Christ is a Cosmic event – not just a local one. 

 

• For John, Jesus is a Cosmological person, God 
the Son of God. 

 

• For John, Jesus Christ stands above all petty 
details and religious doctrine. 

 

 



John 

• John 19 verses 25ff 

• After this, when Jesus knew that all was now 
finished, he said (in order to fulfil the 
scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ 29A jar full of sour 
wine was standing there. So they put a sponge 
full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held 
it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the 
wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed 
his head and gave up his spirit. 

 



John 

• John 20 verses 26ff 
• A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas 
answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.’  
 

• 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that 
you may come to believe* that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name.  
 
 



Conclusion 

• Mark – the News, demanding a response. 
 

• Matthew – the religious treatise pointing to 
fulfilment of prophecy. 
 

• Luke – the Healer for all mankind, especially the 
oppressed. 
 

• John – the cosmological event for all time 
bridging the gap between God and people. 



Conclusion 

• Four  witnesses each with their individual 
insight. 

 

• One event. 

 

• What is your response? 


